
Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (00:16):

Welcome to co-op energy talk. I'm Rachel Johnson, the member relations manager here at cherry land 
electric cooperative. And as our longtime listeners know our mission here at cherry land is really pretty 
simple. We just wanna provide reliable and affordable electricity to the member consumers that we 
serve for us. What that means is that we have to match the amount of electricity that our members 
consume or wanna buy with the amount of electricity that we have available to sell to them. We tend to 
see the highest demand for electricity in the summer when businesses and homeowners are running air 
conditioners on hot days, and just a lot of things going on. And when that happens, we work closely with 
our regional grid operator, which is known as the mid continent, independent system operator, or myo 
to basically project the demand for electricity and the available supply, and make sure that they match 
up myo does that work year round.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (01:06):

And as we kind of come out of the spring into the summer, they start really projecting where we're 
gonna be at this summer. That's why we were really concerned about a recent report from myo that 
warn that Michigan and several other states in the region are potentially as much as 1200. Megawats 
short of the power that we need to keep the lights on and importantly, the air conditioners on this 
summer. So, uh, once we saw that report, we realized it was gonna be really important to dig into it, 
kind of understand where that projection is coming from and what it means for our members and for 
Michigan. So I sat down recently with cherry land's general manager, Tony Anderson, you all are very 
familiar with him. And also with the CEO of Wolverine power cooperative, Eric Baker, who has been a 
frequent guest on the podcast, so that we could discuss that report, but also really dig into the current 
state of Michigan's grid, whether or not we have the right projections in terms of the demand for 
electricity and whether or not we have the supply available to meet those demands. So listen in as Eric 
and Tony and I talk through not just the Mico report, but really the state of Michigan's grid.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (02:06):

Well, I wanna thank you both for making the time to sit down and talk about this today, cuz it is a really 
important issue. This isn't the first time we've discussed concerns and challenges we see in Michigan's 
future, as it pertains to having enough power available at the right time to meet the demand for 
electricity, especially during those really hot summer days. But we are sitting down today specifically 
because of a recent report by Mico, where they warn that Michigan and several other states in their 
region are potentially as much as 1200 megawatts short of the power we need this summer. So I, I was 
just hoping the two of you could help me unpack that for our listeners and maybe Eric, you can start by 
just explaining kind of in lay terms, how Mico evaluates and projects, future demand and generating 
capacity so that our listeners kind of understand the data behind this warning.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (02:51):

Sure. Thanks Rachel. And good morning. I, I think the first thing I'll I'll do is just explain myo. Myo is a 
mid continent, independent system operator. It's one of two large independent transmission operators, 
um, in our region, most of Michigan is in the Mico footprint. And so when we talk about this, as it 
pertains to chair, uh, members, this is really a Mico conversation and mice has a large operating and, 
and transmission coordinator that works out of Indianapolis and it includes Michigan, Indiana, uh, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, the Dakotas, and then all the way down, believe it or not to the Gulf of Mexico. 
And so it's a really a large, a large footprint and, and one of its jobs is to each year make an assessment 
of the different zones within this region. So it's split up into seven zones, um, in the north and how are 
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those zones in terms of their capacity? So think of, think of capacity as the insurance policy, it's there to 
keep the lights on when we need, it doesn't mean that all those resources will be used every day. And in 
most cases they won't be, but when load is really high or the grid is really stressed under whatever 
circumstance, uh, typically very cold or very high conditions, is there enough capacity somewhere in that 
region to keep the lights on. And so that's this, this that's what's led to this whole discussion and Mica 
does this every year.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (04:26):

So it's just math,

Eric Baker, Wolverine (04:27):

Just math.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (04:28):

So, um, and, and maybe before we go into the next question, I thought it might be helpful to 
contextualize this for our members 1200. Megawats just to kind of put that in perspective, cherry land 
peaks at about a hundred megawats. So you're looking at 12 times the size of cherry land system. That 
there's a concern that we may not be able to meet that demand. So can can, maybe both, both of you 
talk about what's contributing to this shortfall. How, how did we get to this point where Mico is, is 
issuing this warning. Tony, do you wanna maybe kickoff

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (04:56):

First I'm yeah, I'll jump in a little bit. Eric's obviously the expert in this, but it's this been a period of years 
where we've been retiring coal plants that are aged out. They, you know, they've used their useful life 
for the most part, but in some cases we're retiring them a little bit early as we transition to renewable 
energies like wind and solar only, we haven't built enough wind and solar with battery backup to replace 
the fossil fuel generation. So it's led to a math problem too much, going off, not enough coming on, Eric 
puts a little more color on that.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (05:29):

Yeah. Eric, can you give any, any more insights into that piece? I mean, it, I, it's interesting cuz it is a 
deceptively simple problem, right? We're not building enough things to replace the things we're getting 
rid of, but there's also a little complexity there because some of the things we're building, aren't an 
exact match for the things that we're taking off the grid as well.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (05:46):

Well, there's, there's a lot of factors that are, that are playing into this. I mean, we've got, first of all, is, 
is, as Tony said, we've we have a number of older generators that are retiring and, and in many 
circumstances for many factors, whether it's economics or environmental footprint, a lot of those 
probably needed to, to be retired. The, the challenge that we've been talking about on this podcast in 
particular is the, the least understood secret of these older units as they were workhorses. And they 
kept the lights on for years and years and years, even though they were they're, they're kind of like your, 
your, your trusted pickup truck that just runs and runs and runs you. You don't wanna drive across the 
country in it because it's not very efficient, but it's reliable. It's simple. And, and, and it always runs when 
you need it.
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Eric Baker, Wolverine (06:35):

And what we're doing one by one by one is taking away these old workhorses that kept the lights on. 
And so each time we do that, we have a little bit, a little bit less stretch in our rubber band and it makes 
the grid just a little bit less resilient. So if you take off one, no big deal, take off two, no big deal. But why 
now, when you, you, you get rid of 50, 60, 70 of these around the upper Midwest. Now our grid is 
starting to feel the strain of that, that we don't have as many of these workhorses available to us, um, 
when we need them. The second bit of this is that for the last decade, we've enjoyed a lot of the benefit 
of energy optimization programs and energy efficiency measures, particularly in lighting and air 
conditioning. Uh we've the industry has supported or been a part of this Renaissance of L E D lighting 
that has, has really kept load growth and check for a long, long time. But as the benefits of that begin to 
slow down, what's happening is we're actually seeing energy and, and load increase for the first time. 
And in some cases, almost a decade and a half where we really haven't seen a lot of load growth. All 
utilities in the upper Midwest are, are realizing there's more load growth. We're plugging in more 
devices at home. Now we're beginning to plug in some electric vehicles. We're, we're using more 
electric heating systems and energy sales are actually going up for the first time and well over a decade.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (08:11):

Yeah. And I, I appreciate Eric that you talked about kind of both sides of the equation, right? So we have, 
if you, if the equation is add up all the things you use to generate electricity and hope it is equal or 
greater to, to all the things using electricity, right? Mm-hmm, <affirmative> on the, all the things using 
electricity side, not only, um, our, you know, devices today, but if you look forward over the next 10 
years, they're really big plans to electrify a lot of things because we recognize that the cleanest path to a 
low carbon transportation sector is electrification, which is great, but we also have to be able to 
generate the electricity to service. So thank you for talking about kind of both sides of that equation. I, I 
wonder, and I don't wanna, I don't wanna spend too much time in this next question cuz it, it can be a 
painful one, but I do think it's important that we acknowledge it. So what happens if this projected 
shortfall occurs? Let's say this July it's really, really hot. We know that we're already, maybe don't have 
both sides of our equation matched up. Well, what would our members expect in that situation? And, 
and, and maybe Eric, you can kind of talk at the grid level and Tony, you can kind of talk more specific to 
cherry land if you wanna kick that off Eric.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (09:12):

Yeah. As, as a, as a career utility planner, this is the subject I like talking about the least, um, because 
we've worked so hard for decades in our industry to make sure that this never happens. And we, we put 
plans in place as sort of our, our 10th and 11th level backup plan. And now what's happening is, is 
entities like miso are starting to predict this potential backup plan that used to be weigh on our list is 
becoming more and more likely to occur in the coming years in front of us. And that's really unsettling to 
us and utility side of things because we've, we've really never experienced this in any meaningful way. 
And we saw the, the negative implications of this in Texas a year ago and how damaging that was to not 
only human life, but economically to customers and to utilities. And we really don't wanna see that 
happen.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (10:09):

So here's how it works as a backup plan. Think of this region in Mico, as broken up into sub regions and 
each sub region has what's called a balancing authority. And its job is to be sort of the last zone of 
defense traffic cop for the grid that makes sure that we have enough generation in that zone with both 
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internal generators that are running and imports that are coming into that zone, matching that up to 
load. Because in all cases, we have to make sure we can balance supply and, and demand 
instantaneously on our grid or really bad things happen. The last one of the last lines of defense is to 
protect the grid from collapse. We, we shed load it's a draconian measure. The measure of shedding 
load is worse, is less worse than the alternative, which is low frequency in brownouts. And so the 
balancing authority will call all the load serving entities in that region and say, you have to shed load by 
X percent.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (11:12):

And the frustration for us is even if we have enough generation, we all have to do our part. So even if 
we're Wolverine is net exporting a hundred megawats of generation off of our units, we will still be told 
shed 10%. And so we'll go to all our customers, cherry Lynn included and say, you have to shed X 
percent of load right now. And we'll have that all planned out in advance we'll or operators know exactly 
where that load goes first and we shed load. And then we start rotating that around our system. Mm-
hmm <affirmative> and that's, that'll be a really sad day

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (11:49):

For a lot of, a lot of people, Tony, anything to add to that? Just

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (11:53):

That, yeah, that that's how it's going to happen. We're we'll get called and it'll probably be voluntary at 
the start to see if we can get enough voluntary reductions to get to our 10%. But then after that, we 
we'll just have to go down, uh, big customers, rural feeders, you know, the, the least affected feeders 
and do the math until it adds up. And hopefully it would only be for a couple hours, but there's no 
guarantee that it won't be four or five or six or longer. Yeah. You know?

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (12:23):

Yeah. And, and certainly we plans in place to communicate that in that situation, but it won't change the 
basic dynamic that, um, when we talk about load shedding, what we're really talking about is, is rolling 
blackouts, right? Controlled blackouts in order to avoid uncontrolled blackouts. And that won't, there is 
a point at which that's no longer voluntary, so we can, we can make public calls. But if, if the, if the two 
sides of the equation aren't matching up, we will bring down the demand side of the equation because 
we don't have the ability to bump up the supply side of the equation basically.

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (12:54):

And I think it's, I think it's really important to make clear what, what Eric was saying. Wolverine is built 
enough generation has purchased enough generation. All of the cherry land system has enough 
generation to run. We're just connected to a bigger grid that we don't have the ability to disconnect 
from that grid. So even though we've done our job and built our generation, have our supply, we have to 
share it with the entire grid mm-hmm <affirmative>. And that means we have to shut off regardless of 
how well we've done our job the last 30 years. Uh, we're part of a bigger, uh, bigger entity and it's 
unfortunate.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (13:32):

Yeah. Eric, did you have something else you were gonna say too?
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Eric Baker, Wolverine (13:35):

Yeah. I, I think to, to add to Tony's point, which is a excellent point is, is all utilities in Michigan will be 
faced with this. There is, there's it won't be, uh, consumers customers have to shed load and co-op 
customers don't or municipal customers, traverse city light and power, um, is exempted. Everyone will 
have to do their prorata part in this, no matter who your electric provider is, we're all in this together.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (14:05):

Mm-hmm <affirmative> so essentially in this situation, Mico is utility agnostic. It is just simply at the, at 
the, at the big G grid level, we're gonna shed load and we're gonna spread it across all of this particular 
region that's impacted.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (14:18):

That's correct.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (14:19):

Okay. So we've talked a little bit about what the problem is and what would happen in that kind of, you 
know, worst case scenario, but can we now just dig into like, what are the potential solutions that we 
can use to correct it when we look long term and you know, how, how do we not be having the same 
podcast next year and the year after that and the year after that. So, and I think there's probably a lot 
we can, we can talk about in that area, but maybe Eric, you can kick us off by talking about some of the 
things you think that, that Michigan and miso should be doing now to help correct this problem.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (14:48):

Well, I liked your question up until the now point, because a lot of my answers are gonna need a little bit 
more time than now. Um, in fact, I'll, I'll, I'll give you that as one of the three Ts that one of my colleague 
uses. And, and I, I really think it's, it's true that the, the answers to this problem are the three Ts being, 
uh, technology transmission and time. Um, I think technologically, the grid nationwide is, is going to 
undergo an amount of strain that it has never seen before, not in the last really a hundred years since 
the, the electric grid was developed in the nation. Um, and because of that, I think technology will come 
out of the woodwork in ways that will be beneficial to this over the long term. It's not gonna happen in 
Tony's in my career, but I think 10 to 20 years from now, we will have to have alternative forms of 
energy storage devices that don't exist today because we can't, we can't rely more and more on 
intermittent resources and keep power on all the time without some better technology of storage.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (15:54):

And that technology simply does not exist today. It does not exist no matter what you read on your 
favorite, your, your favorite, um, electronic platform, this technology does not exist today to adequately 
store energy. So that's the technology bit. I also think we'll have much more of a interconnected grid of 
things or internet of things in terms of home control and devices and electric car chargers, kind of all 
coordinating with one another over time. But again, I think that's a decade out, not, I don't think that's 
months away in terms of transmission. Well, Michigan is already reliant on imports from other states to 
keep the lights on most of the time. And so broadening that grid and finding alternative ways to 
interconnect with other regions, I think will be important for Michigan's energy policy. Long term. One 
of the proposals Wolverine has put forward is, is to evaluate interconnecting, um, two points along lake 
Michigan, one around grand Haven, and one around Luddington where there's already strong 
transmission in the state and, and interconnecting those to Wisconsin where we can integrate upper 
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Midwest generation and diversity, particularly their wind generation with, with Michigan load and 
Michigan's pump storage.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (17:12):

Um, that's a, that's an important project, long term. I, I, again, that's probably a decade away. And so all 
of this is around time. The one thing that's within our power is to not be, to not make rash decisions 
around the remaining fossil fuel assets. We have, I think we can accommodate a strong transition to 
decarbonization and still keep the lights on. And right now I think we're on a mutually exclusive path. 
Mm-hmm, <affirmative> the faster we run to dis to retire our remaining fossil assets in Michigan. The 
more likely is that we'll, we'll face blackouts, unfortunately,

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (17:52):

And, and Tony, I know you've written a lot about this, so I wanna get your thoughts on it. But I think Eric, 
the something that's really important to, to, to make very clear to say that we should keep remaining 
fossil fuel generation operating isn't SA isn't running around advocating. We should be building new, 
new coal plants, for example, and helping, I think the public to understand, to say something we have 
today should be operating is not the same as saying, let's go build a bunch of, of new ones. Um, just 
when you said that it kind of hit me that yeah, like let's, it's a, it's a time thing. And if we do believe that 
the realistically technologies are coming up, that that can help with this grid balancing work, let's give 
them the time to develop and then transition to those in a, in a reasonable manner. But Tony, you've 
talked so much about this in your columns to our membership. So we'd love to have you just kinda 
weigh in on what are our takeaways here about what we need to be doing now and into the, into the 
future to avoid blackouts?

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (18:45):

Well, it is really simple. Eric's handled the next 10 years. They're on top of that. I I'm hopeful all that 
happens, but right now, when you say right now, we just have to leave stuff on. We can't shut off 
nuclear. We can't shut off coal. I'm sorry. Um, but we gotta leave it on or the lights are gonna go out. It's 
that simple, whose fault is that doesn't matter. It's the mass says we have to leave it on or we're gonna 
go dark. So let's keep out building everything else. Let's keep building solar and wind and working on 
storage, but we gotta improve nuclear and we've gotta leave the old coal on until that stuff is done. And 
it's a five to 10 year process as Eric talked about.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (19:30):

Mm-hmm <affirmative> yeah. And one of the things, and, and Eric, I'm sure you can probably offer a 
little more detail on this, but one of the reasons that Mico is concerned is tied to, uh, the, the Palisades, 
uh, nuclear plant being decommissioned. And one of the things that I find really interesting is now we're 
having this conversation, but it it's, it's retiring like this month. Well, the wrong time to decide, you need 
to keep something on is when you haven't maintained it for a couple years, cuz you're pretty sure that 
you were gonna replace it or, or retire it anyway. So I think a while there might not be, uh, well, it, it is 
certainly a long term problem. I think it's important when we start talking about things happening two 
or three years from now, we're really, really careful not to, um, shoot ourselves in our two or three year 
foot. Right. And, and certainly at some point in time in the, in the recent past, the decision was made to 
close Palisades and now it's a little hard to reverse that decision.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (20:18):
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Yeah. I think the, there there's several things at, at, at play here and, and there's one of 'em is just the, 
the modern reality of our grid is it's a lot more difficult to add new increments of generation now than it 
used to be. In one respect, it's more open and fair in that all en entities, not just utilities can put projects 
into the, into the Mico planning queue that says, I'd like to interconnect a new generator. Maybe it's a 
new solar project or a wind project. Um, but that process alone takes now two to four years. Um, it was 
less than less than two decades ago. Wolverine evaluated, planned, purchased, and constructed and 
made operational a power plant in less than a 12 month window. <laugh> now that same project would 
take us five to six years. So it's a lot more difficult to add.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (21:14):

New increments. Second is when you lose an increment of coal or nuclear in our grid, now you're taking 
an asset away that will never be replaced. Now there are many environmental groups that will cheer 
and say exactly, that's the point. Once it's gone, it's gone forever. Isn't that wonderful? And Tony's in my 
frustration is that's okay if the grid is not compromised along the way. And when you take that away, 
you lose the ability to go backwards on that decision. And you, it creates an opportunity where if we 
have trouble, when one of these plants like Palisades goes down, if the grid is strained because of that, 
and we have blackouts, we're likely going to see that over the next three to six, seven to 10 years, and 
there's not anything we can realistically do about it.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (22:08):

Yeah. And making that, that third T in your three Ts, really the, one of the most important takeaways, 
which is we, we have to be realistic about timing and what, what we, what we can do the amount of 
time it will take to do it and how that has. And then you kind of move yourself backwards from that. 
When you start making some of these, these other decisions, um, the, the we've talked kind of about, 
you know, don't retire more plants until we have the technologies to replace them, do that on a 
reasonable timeline. Um, we've talked about, uh, building new generation sources in general and, and 
hopefully the development of battery technology. I wanna, um, just push a little bit more on the, on 
what we can do on the demand side, cuz you, you kind of hinted at that, Eric, but I think that's a place 
where cherry land also will play a really important role and our relationship with our members will play 
an important role. So that demand side of the equation. What kinds of things do you both see in the 
future that might help us, um, manage this balancing relationship on the demand side of, of the electric

Eric Baker, Wolverine (23:07):

Grid? Well, let me give you a couple of points, uh, from Wolverine. One is, um, one of the important 
things that, that the Wolverine team did in, in conjunction with its members, um, during COVID, it's, it's 
one of the few COVID successes. I think that we can, we can be proud of is, is, is we completely read, 
um, restructured our, our rates to our members that, that give the members better price visibility as to 
what's happening in the market and then create opportunities for our members to create transparent, 
but also flexible pricing structures as these new markets evolve. Because we see this coming that that 
members may want the opportunity or a charger may want the opportunity to decide when that 
charger, um, wants to, wants to use energy and how you coordinate all that is gonna be very complex. 
But the first thing is to make sure our members through its rate structures from Wolverine, have the 
flexibility and latitude to, uh, experiment with new programs that, that, that create this and to make it 
agnostic for us that says if, if a member can reduce load, as opposed to Wolverine building additional 
peaking plant, we want the, we want the exact same price signal to be at the customer level because in 
some cases that is a really efficient way to do that and may, and a more cost effective way to do that.
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Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (24:34):

Yeah. And to Tony, do you wanna weigh in on that at, at the cherry land side of things

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (24:38):

You want at, at the cherry land side, we just have to be better utilizing those Wolverine rates mm-hmm 
<affirmative> and what can we do time of use? What can we do, uh, on the demand saving side? And 
we have to be more aggressive. We haven't been aggressive for a long while because we've, we've had 
enough power, but it's time for us to get aggressive in, in that area. And that, that time is now mm-hmm

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (25:02):

<affirmative>. Yeah. And I think, and everybody talks about data now, right? Data's kind of the, the new 
cool, cool kid term, but I do think there's an interesting opportunity cuz we do have tremendous amount 
of data about where and how electricity is being used. And, and I don't know that we've fully embraced 
that data as a planning tool and then coming in with whether it's rate incentives or rebate incentives or 
punitive rates that help us change the way that da, that load profile looks by analyzing the actual data 
on our system. So it's interesting to me because we're talking about like, you know, here are all these 
challenges and technology can be really disruptive and we're in this disruptive moment, but technology 
also can be incredibly constructive if you figure out how to use it well towards a shared goal. And the 
shared goal for everyone should be let's keep the lights on <laugh>.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (25:48):

So I, I, if we can get everyone to agree on that, then what are the, what are the technologies to do that? 
Um, so kind of, as we wrap up our podcast, we've talked through some heavy stuff. Uh, certainly nobody 
wants to hear that we have reliability concerns for the summer, but I think as a co-op we also have an 
obligation to be, um, honest and transparent about that concern, but I would really, really love it. If both 
of you could just take a, a minute, maybe leave us with a few positive thoughts on when you look at kind 
of the future of our industry and Michigan's electric cooperatives in particular, what gives you hope 
Tony, you go

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (26:22):

First well at, at cherry land. It, our system is reliable, is built strong Wolverine system is reliable and built 
strong. I mean, we have the infrastructure to handle the energy. We just have to get the energy on our 
system at, at the right time. So I want people to think we aren't ready to handle whatever generation we 
need cuz we clearly are. But so that's, we're solid. Our infrastructure's solid. So what gives me hope is 
that collectively the nine pulls in Michigan, we'll figure it out. We'll, we'll figure it out. We'll get creative 
with demand control and uh, coordinating our members. And uh, the can do attitude of the co-ops. It 
makes me hopeful,

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (27:06):

Eric.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (27:08):

I, I, I like that the, the point that Tony made and to add onto that, you know, in addition to the 
significant investments that Carolyn has made on the distribution side and, and Wolverine has made on 
the transmission side, that puts us in a really good position to adapt. Whereas other utilities are not only 
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trying to adapt to these changes, but they're also trying to play catch up on, on their physical 
infrastructure. And that puts the co-ops in Michigan in particular, in a better, in a better fighting stance. 
Um, I'll say that Wolverine spends a lot of time and money that it is not compensated for on the grid, 
making sure that its generators are extremely reliable and available when the market needs them. And 
I'm, I'm really proud to say that our, our, our availability and reliability numbers are the best in Mico for 
our peaking fleet.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (28:00):

And, and so that means that when Mico needs them, they're almost always available. And, and that 
helps reliability, not just for us, but in this, this whole region. And when we're all connected to this 
reliability concern, I'm really proud of that. But I, I, I just con I'd close with, with Tony's sentiments co-
ops are really good problem solvers. We're, we're really experts in creative, rural infrastructure at the 
end of it. That's how we got our start. And, you know, we, we do what we do best. We get frustrated, 
we pout, we fight with each other and then we roll up our sleeves and we figure out how to solve these 
problems. And if, if we're given just enough time, I know we'll solve this problem, even though there's 
there's solutions that we're going to see be a part of this, that Tony and I won't see in our careers, it, it, 
because things will have to change the, but I think we're really good at embracing these technologies 
and, and adapting to change as market conditions, uh, present that challenge to us.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (29:05):

Yeah. Thank, thank you both for that. I think my, my takeaway is in some ways, while we are certainly all 
in this together, we're a part of the grid and we are subject to the, the whims of the grid. To some 
extent, if I had to be in that boat, I'd like to be in that boat with a co-op because I think co-ops are agile. 
I think we're doers. Um, and I think we're so deeply connected to the communities we serve, that it 
influences everything we do, and we've created that culture. And when you look forward to these 
challenges, I would rather be facing those challenges with a culture of let's get it done, do the right thing 
for the people we serve. And if we have to pivot, we pivot because that's what we do. So I, I, I, I do have 
a tremendous amount of hope even knowing that it may not be a straight path to the future that we 
would like.

Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (29:45):

So I wanna thank both of you for taking the time to discuss this with us. I, I don't think this is the last 
time we're gonna chat about reliability as, as you pointed out, Eric, this there's not a right. We might 
have a right now problem, but there's certainly gonna need to be some long-term planning for solutions. 
And I'm sure we'll have more opportunity to dig into those in future podcasts, but I just wanted to thank 
both of you for taking the time and let our listeners know that if you have any questions after the 
podcast, don't hesitate to reach out to us by leaving a comment on the blog, or you can email me 
directly R Johnson, cherry land, electric dot co-op. I won't answer your question, but I will get it to 
someone who can, so thank you both for taking the time.

Eric Baker, Wolverine (30:18):

Thanks, Rachel.

Tony Anderson, Cherryland (30:20):

Thanks.
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Rachel Johnson, Cherryland (30:24):

I hope that you all enjoyed that discussion and learned a lot from it. Certainly I think my key takeaway 
was just, this is a really complex issue, but there's also a lot at stake in this. And it's really, really 
important that as, um, both utility planners, but also as a state and as regulators that we are, we are 
really thinking about and prioritizing reliability when making both short term decisions, but also really 
long term decisions that impact the types of, um, power generating resources that we're building. This is 
not, uh, something new. We've been talking about this for a while at cherry land. Uh, but we are, you 
know, increasingly concerned based on reports like this, this recent report that we just discussed. So if 
you, as one of our listeners and one of our members are interested in working with us to advocate for 
policy solutions that help us keep the lights on for our members, which is our number one priority, 
please, uh, check out voices for cooperative power.com and learn how you can help us make sure that 
the lights are on not just this summer, but into the future as well.
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